R outine blood counts in a 65-year-old man revealed marked lymphocytosis (hemoglobin, 115 g/L; total leukocyte count [TLC], 70.2 3 10 9 /L; absolute lymphocyte count [ALC], 65.5 3 10 9 /L; platelets, 142 3 10 9 /L). Examination revealed enlarged cervical lymph nodes and hepatomegaly 2 cm below costal margin without splenomegaly. A week later, without any therapy/intervention, he developed high-grade fever, breathlessness, and diarrhea over 3 to 4 days. Hemograms revealed pancytopenia (hemoglobin, 95 g/L; TLC, 3.3 3 10 9 /L; ALC, 1.8 3 10 9 /L; platelets, 30 3 10 9 /L). Bone marrow showed 86% lymphoid cells with typical chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) immunophenotype (
